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The Gorbachev Era

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6 

Perestroika and Glasnost

Unit 7, Class 8 & 9

Purpose: Was the collapse of the 
Soviet Block inevitable?

Part One: Picture Interpretation
Section A: Russian Leadership
The picture to the left is of Soviet Leader Leonid Brezhnev and his wife.  The picture to the right is Mikhail Gorbachev and his 
wife, Raisa.  In what ways may these pictures represent the changes implemented by Gorbachev?
Section B: An American View of the Soviet Union

After examining this video, what is the impression that American had of the Soviet Union in the 1970’s and early 1980’s?

VII
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Part Two: The Pope, the Electrician and the General or Threat to Moscow
Section A: The Main Characters
What is the relationship between these three people?

Section B: Poland Moves
Examine the video.  What does this video convey about Polish history? What happened to Poland after World War II?
Section C: Solidarnosc
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You will examine several video excerpts.  Take notes on these videos. What impact did the election of Karol Wotyla have 
on the movement of workers in Poland? 

Nowa Huta: A Sea of Red

Video: June 4, 1979

Solidarity: Polish Union

Section D: Solidarnosc and Jaruzelski
Predict the outcome of Jaruzelski’s “crushing” of Solidarnosc.
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Part Three: Gorbi! Gorbi! Gorbi!
Section A: Leadership of the Soviet Union from Khrushchev to Gorbachev
Identify the General (First) Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union

Yuri ANDROPOV
Leonid BREZHNEV
Konstantin CHERNENKO
Mikhail GORBACHEV
Nikita KRUSHCHEV

14 Sept 1953
to 14 Oct 1964

14 Oct 1964
to 10 Nov 1982

12 Nov 1982
to 9 Feb 1984

13 Feb 1984
to 10 Mar 1985

11 Mar 1985
to 24 Aug 1991

Section B: The Interregnum or Foundational? The time of Andropov and Chernenko
The period between Brezhnev and Gorbachev is sometimes viewed as a period of little progress.  Examine these excerpt 
and answer the question.  Was this an interregnum or a foundation period?  Would Gorbachev have been able to institute 
reforms without the Andropov and Chernenko?

Excerpt #1
Yuri Andropov
Head of the USSR   During his short-lived, but eventful, rule Andropov made attempts to rein-
vigorate the flagging USSR economy and reduce growing corruption. He initiated campaigns 
against rising alcoholism (a special sort of cheaper low-alcohol vodka was produced which got an 
informal nickname Andropovka) and struggled to increase work discipline amongst the people 
of Russia. These campaigns were carried out using a typically Soviet administrative approach 
that was reminiscent of Joseph Stalin’s strong-handed reign.

Andropov’s foreign policy  In his foreign policy, Andropov faced off against the adamantly an-
ticommunist diplomacy of President Ronald Reagan. Relations between the United States and 
the Soviet Union were severely strained when Soviet pilots shot down a Korean airliner in Sep-
tember 1983.
 Later that year, Soviet diplomats broke off negotiations concerning reductions in Interme-
diate Range Nuclear Forces and the Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START). Later the United 
States deployed Pershing II missiles in Europe. At the time Ronald Reagan was denouncing 
the Soviet Union as an “evil empire” that had committed “a crime against humanity” with Yuri 
Andropov responding that the Reagan Administration had “finally dispelled all illusions” that it 
could be dealt with.
 At a baser level, crude propagandistic vilification prospered: American caricatures of Andropov as a “mutant from outer space”; 
Soviet comparisons of Reagan to Adolf Hitler. Andropov also made little progress in the policy concerning the continuing war in 
Afghanistan. Still, both leaders were nominated Men of the Year by Time Magazine in 1983.

http://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/leaders/yury-andropov/
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Excerpt #2
Konstantin Chernenko
Chernenko the writer  Chernenko published numerous articles on the pages of the most prestigious Soviet newspapers and, by the 
80’s, he had written more books than all the other Politburo members put together. Chernenko’s books addressed a wide range of 
topics and ideas: from the orthodox principles of Marxist and Leninist thinking to women’s rights, from school reforms to the econo-
my, from human rights to ways of improving the efficiency of Soviet bureaucracy. 
 It is remarkable (and often forgotten) that some of Chernenko’s ideas, as they were elaborated in his books and expressed in his 
speeches, anticipated both purposes and slogans that would become Gorbachev’s war-horses, such as the criticism of bureaucracy, 
the necessity for decision-makers, enterprise administrators and anyone else with important responsibilities to rely more on their 
own initiative instead of passively waiting for directives from the top; or, the frequent appeals and efforts “to strengthen the Party’s 
responsibility and discipline” and to “resolve the gap between theory and practice.”   The very words glasnost and perestroika (in 
terms of Party activities) appeared in Chernenko’s speeches and writings long before they became widely recognized. Such ideas were 
premature at the time (15 years before Gorbachev took them up again) and thus remained ineffectual. 

Getting the top job  According to some observers, Brezhnev apparently expected Chernenko to succeed him as General Secretary and 
groomed him for the post. However, Chernenko’s political ascent was blocked by anti-Brezhnev forces, including the KGB and the 
military and after Brezhnev ‘s death in 1982 Chernenko was unable to rally a majority of the party factions behind his candidacy and 
lost out to Yury Andropov, the former KGB chief, who became General Secretary on November 12, 1982.

Looming reforms  Chernenko’s frequent absences from official functions left little doubt that his election had been an interim measure 
while the long term struggle between conservatives and reformers continued. However, it was Chernenko who provided Mikhail Gor-
bachev with support and significant influence in the Politburo, so when Chernenko died, Gorbachev was well positioned to assume 
power.
 Chernenko’s tenure in this all-powerful position was the briefest in Soviet history and the least notable. No significant policy 
initiatives were begun under his direction, and little progress was made in improving chronic Soviet economic problems.  Generally, 
his tenure represented a return to the policies of the late Brezhnev era. The personnel changes and investigations into corruption 
undertaken by the Andropov regime came to an end. 
 Chernenko supported a greater role for the trade unions, called for a reduction in the CPSU’s micromanagement of the economy, 
pushed (with little success) for reforms in education and propaganda, and wanted to trim bureaucracy, giving greater emphasis to 
public opinion and expanding investment in consumer goods production, services and agriculture. 
Reviving Stalin ´s memory
 However, KGB pressure on Soviet dissidents also increased. Stalin was unofficially rehabilitated as a diplomat and a military 
leader, and there was covert discussion of returning the name Stalingrad to the city whose name had been changed back to Volgograd 
during the anti-Stalinist wave of the 1950s. The one major personnel change Chernen-
ko made was the firing of the Chief of the General Staff, Nikolay Ogarkov, who had ad-
vocated less spending on consumer goods in favor of greater expenditures on weapons 
research and development. 

Foreign policies  In foreign policy, Chernenko negotiated a trade pact with the People’s 
Republic of China. Several times in his speeches or interviews he stated his desire to meet 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan to promote the international détente and world peace. De-
spite calls for renewed détente, little progress was made toward closing the rift in East-
West relations during his rule. 
 The USSR, while under his administration, together with 14 Eastern Bloc countries, 
boycotted the 1984 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles, citing security concerns and stat-
ing that “chauvinistic sentiments and anti-Soviet hysteria were being whipped up in the 
United States.” But many saw it as a mere act of revenge for the boycott of the 1980 
Moscow Olympic Games.
http://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/leaders/konstantin-chernenko/

Comments:
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Section C: The New Game in Town -Perestroika and Glasnost
After viewing the video, examine the posters below.  How do these posters carry out Gorbachev’s ideas of openness and 
reform?  How might these be related to your homework reading - On Restructuring the Party’s Personnel Policy.

We Learn from Lenin.
Keep an exact and honest account of finances, manage 
efficiently, don’t loaf or steal, maintain the strictest 
discipline on the job.

Comrades! Perestroika needs your work!
 (A map of USSR, bordered with trowels. The trowels 
make up a star, a communist symbol.)

Perestroika. Glasnost’. Acceleration. Democracy
Be Bold, Comrade! Openness: Our Strength!

A B

C D

Answer:


